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Citing Legal Materials Found on Lexis/Nexis
Use The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (Ref KF 245 .B58) as a basis for your citation.  Instead of page numbers, include the Lexis/Nexis and the url http://www.lexis.com.  See also, Electronic Style:  A Guide to Citing Electronic Information, by Xia Li and Nancy B. Crane, pages 172-6 for more information and examples.

Court Decisions/Cases

State Courts Basic Form

Name of case, Source(s) using legal citation style (Date) (Electronic supplier, path).

· The practice is to cite all of the decision-reporting services, whenever possible

Example:


General Telephone Company of California v. Public Utilities Commission; City of 



Santa Monica, Real Party in Interest, 34 Cal. 3d 817, 195 Cal. Rptr. 695, 670 



P.2d 349 (1983) (Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).


Sindermann v. the Civil Service Commission of the Village of Gurnee, 275 Ill. App. 3d 917, 



657 N.E. 2d 41, 212 Ill. Dec. 346, (1995) (Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).

Federal Courts Basic Form

Name of case. Volume Source Starting Page (Jurisdiction Date) (Electronic supplier, path).

· Jurisdiction, district or circuit, is included in the date statement for District and Appeals court decisions respectively.

Examples:


Johnson V. Miller, 864 F. Supp. 1354 (S.D. Ga 1995) (Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).


Hetzel V. Bethlehem Steel Corp, 50 F.3d 360 (5th Cir. 1995) (Lexis/Nexis, 



http://www.lexis.com/).


Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, 438 U.S. 265, 98 S. Ct. 2733, 1978 U.S. 



LEXIS 5, 57 L.Ed. 2d 750 (1978) (Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).

This is an example of a decision cited from Lexis before a citation for the official source is available – notice there are NO volumes, sources and starting pages:


Williams & Williams v. Heavenly Valley, 1991 U.S. App. LEXIS 24940 (9th Cir. 1991) 



(Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).

Citing Legal Material found

On Lexis/Nexis, page 2


Codes of Law & Statutes

State & Federal Codes Basic Form

Official or Popular Name (or both), Title number Source Section (§) number (Date) (Electronic supplier, path).

· Include et seq. after the section number if your citation starts at one number and continues for subsequent sections.

Examples:


Open Alcoholic Beverage Containers; Consumption of Alcohol in Motor Vehicles, IN Code 



§ 9-30-15-3 (2001) (Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).


Vermont Water Resources Board: Duties and Powers, 10 Vt. S. A. § 905 (2001) 



(Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).


Prohibitions Regarding Human Fetal Tissue, 42 U.S.C.S. § 289g-2 (2002) (Lexis/Nexis, 



http://www.lexis.com/).

U.S. Statutes at Large Basic Form

Title of Act, Pub. L. No., volume Stat. Page (Date) (Electronic supplier, path).

· To indicate a specific section of a law, include that section number after the page.

Examples:


USA Patriot Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-56, 115 Stat. 272 (2001) (Lexis/Nexis, 



http://www.lexis.com/).


Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, Pub. L. No. 105-34, 111 Stat. 778 § 313 (1997) (Lexis/Nexis, 



http://www.lexis.com/).

Periodicals
Basic Form

Author(s), Title, Volume Journal Page (Date) (Electronic supplier, path).

· List author’s first then last name.

· Abbreviate journal title and put in large and small caps

Examples:


Tracy M. White, The Heat is On:  The Warrantless Use of Infrared Surveillance to Detect 



Indoor Marijuana Cultivation, 27 Ariz. St. L. J. 295 (Spring 1995) (Lexis/Nexis, 



http://www.lexis.com/).


Marjorie Jacobson, Pregnancy and Employment:  Three Approaches to Equal Opportunity, 68 



B.U.L. Rev. 1019 (1988) (Lexis/Nexis, http://www.lexis.com/).

